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26Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is 
opposite Galilee. 27When Jesus had stepped out on land, there 

met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had 
worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 
28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with 
a loud voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg you, do not torment me." 29For he had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was 
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 
the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30Jesus then asked 
him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," for many demons had 
entered him. 31And they begged him not to command them to depart into 
the abyss. 32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and 
they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 
33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35Then people went out to see what had happened, 
and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had 
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they 
were afraid. 36And those who had seen it told them how the demon-
possessed man had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding 
country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were 
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man 
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but 
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Jesus sent him away, saying, 39"Return to your home, and declare how 
much God has done for you." And he went away, proclaiming throughout 
the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

Pastor Leslie Brandt tells a story from when the American 
Standard Version was published.  A man went into a bookstore 
and asked for a copy of that new, updated Bible translation.  
But when he asked for it, this is what he said. I want a copy of 
that new Bible without any hell in it. 

Over the centuries there have been many people who have 
tried to get the teaching of hell out of Christianity.  I do not say 
that in order to encourage more preaching on hell nor to 
promote the effort of getting hell out of our theology.  I relate 
this story merely as a lead-in toward making a point.  

Every one of us knows at least one person who is going through hell.  
Someone who is fighting for her life against some disease, cancer, or 
illness.  Someone who is grieving due to indescribable loss.  Someone who 
is dealing with a broken relationship or abuse. Someone who is driven by 
an addiction, obsession, or compulsion.  You yourself may be experiencing 
some measure of hell in your own life.  

The point is:  not only is hell in the Bible, but there are enough symptoms 
of hell around us that there is good reason to believe in hell.   

In the Scripture for today, we read about a man who had some measure 
of hell inside him.  It says he was demon-possessed.  For many, that may 
bring up memories of the movie, The Exorcist. In our technologically 
advanced age, we may dismiss such things as belonging to the movies, 
even though all of us can think of examples of people whose malevolent 
actions or decisions defied any rational explanation.  But just read it. It 
doesn’t say people could see the man’s demons.  It doesn’t say they could 
hear the demons when he spoke.  It doesn’t say the man’s head spun 
around on his neck. Instead it describes the outward effects of the hell 
that was inside the man. 
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I have a memory of something similar. I have a number of memories of my 
grandfather from back in the early 60’s even though he was killed in a car 
accident when I was only five. Grandpa took me all over his central Texas 
farm.  One of the places he took me was a barn. There he warned me to 

not go near it.  Then, he showed me why. He went over to the 
barn. Immediately there was a loud thump against the tin wall 
of the barn.  Then another and another thump and loud 
grunting.  Something inside that barn was trying to get out and 
trying to get us -- and it didn’t look like that wall of tin was 
going stop whatever it was. 

I learned later it was Grandpa’s prize boar, but I never did 
actually see it. I saw only the outward effects of what was inside 
that barn.  

That’s how it was with the demon-possessed man.  They couldn’t 
see the hell going on inside of him.  They saw only the outward effects.  
They saw that he wore no clothes.  They saw that he lived among the 
tombs, as if he were already dead.  They saw violence suddenly erupt from 
him, threatening his own safety, as well as the safety of others.  Such that 
the locals kept him chained up and under guard, even though at times he 
actually broke out of his shackles and ran into the desert.  There was 
some measure of hell inside him.

There are enough symptoms of hell around us to believe in hell, but what 
about the symptoms of hell that are inside us?  We may admit there are 
symptoms of hell around us, but inside of us?

Almost every Sunday as part of the liturgy we say words similar to these: 
Lord God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 
sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Almost every Sunday we 
hear the pastor respond with words that tell us God forgives all of our 
sins.  

But what if in response to our confession the pastor said the following?  
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God says that’s okay.  

No problem.  

Don’t worry about it.  

You should be sorry! 
Don’t ever do it again! 

I forgive you, but I don’t want anything to do with you! 

We don’t expect God to forgive us that way.” (Ted Kober, but 
that is how we forgive one another.

Because there is a spot of hell inside of us.  

There was more than a spot of hell in the demon-possessed 
man -- and did Jesus say to him,  “That’s okay, no problem, don’t 
worry about it”? 

No!  Jesus did something about it. 

So also in our own private hells, does Jesus say, That’s okay?  Does He say 
to us, Everything will be okay? No.  He does something about it.  He gets 
the hell out.  He removes the hell from our lives.  He delivers us from 
hell. 

Jesus’ cure of the demon-possessed man and others like him marked a 
turning point in history. God was breaking hell’s hold on us. God was 
prying open the jaws of hell. In Jesus God became man and upon a cross 
suffered the full measure of hell Himself to redeem us, to ransom us from 
hell. Jesus fulfilled the promise of Psalm 49:  This is the path of those who 
have foolish confidence… Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol (the 
nether-world); death shall be their shepherd… Their form shall be 
consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell. But God will ransom my soul 
from the power of Sheol, for He will receive me.  (Psalm 49:13-15, English 
Standard Version or the Tanakh at www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org)

Redeeming us from perpetual death to having eternity with God. That’s 
what Jesus was on His way to do when he removed the hell from the 
demon-possessed man.  After that the man was clothed, in his right mind 
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and sitting at Jesus’ feet. No more did he live among the tombs, as good as 
dead. No longer was he chained and shackled. Because Jesus was doing 
something about hell.  

With His death and resurrection, Jesus replaced the fear of 
death and the fear of hell with the promise of eternal life -- 
and He was opening a new chapter in history.  

With Jesus began the movement to not cast out of society the 
ill, the weak, the aged, the addicted, the dying.  Unshackled from 
living for this life only, Jesus’ followers began to dedicate their 
earthly lives to alleviating the hells in which people live.  This 
gave great impetus to the healing sciences.  From the days when 
monasteries were used to house and care for the sick to 
modern-day Christians like Dorothea Dix, Jean Henri Dunant 
(the Red Cross), and Florence Nightingale, Jesus has continued 

His healing work through His followers.  So that He frees people from the 
hells here on earth.  

For some, it’s through a medical treatment. For others, it’s through the 
love of God that we give to the ill, the grieving, the broken, the addicted, 
and those who have hurt us. That we give, because God loves us. 

Because for Jesus’ sake, God forgives us and assures us He wants 
everything to do with us in the life of the world to come.

Amen

Page 5


